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2014–15 NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT ON HOMELESSNESS 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [10.02 am]: I rise to inform 
the house that this week marks a further pledge by the commonwealth government to join with state and territory 
governments in the development of the 2014–15 National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness. The 
commonwealth government, states and territories have worked together since the initial NPAH, from 2009 to 
2013, to address homelessness, focusing on three key strategies—early intervention and prevention, a better 
integrated service system and breaking the cycle of homelessness. 

This agreement for 2014–15 will ensure that services remain open, staff are retained and the continuation of 
support and specialist homelessness services. These programs create positive outcomes for clients, including a 
restoration of dignity, self-respect, confidence and independence. It will also provide surety to the approximate 
110 full-time equivalents working within the community sector. The programs that will continue to benefit from 
this vital agreement include homelessness accommodation support workers; Safe at Home; domestic violence 
outreach; Keeping Kids Safe; Street to Home; rough sleeper assertive outreach—remote; support for young 
people leaving child protection private rental tenancy support services; and public tenancy support services. The 
evaluation of Western Australian National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness programs and an audit 
undertaken by the Western Australian Auditor General highlighted the success of NPAH in Western Australia. 

Under the 2014–15 NPAH, the commonwealth government will provide up to $115 million in funding to states 
and territories to maintain service delivery levels. The commonwealth will also seek input from the states and 
territories as part of a review looking at the future of housing and homelessness arrangements in Australia. 

I acknowledge that the delay in announcing the future for homeless funding created uncertainty and impacted on 
services, including clients. The commitment by the commonwealth to provide further funding ensures that 
collaboration between the Department for Child Protection and Family Support, community agencies and groups 
in the sector can continue. This will further strengthen and enhance these partnerships. 
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